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Nderſtanding, that pains is tuen by ſome, to die Members 
of Parliament, To grant a Tolerarion to thoſe of the Epiſcopal 
Perſwaſjon: And conſidering that at cat laft communing, 
ye judged it neceſſary, That thoſe who are convinced hom 
dangerous it may prove to this Nation and Church, ſhould endeazaur 
to put this matter, in its due light: I freely offer you my thought 
Schiſm, and Diviſion are pointed out in Scripture, not only as a 4 

but as a Fudgement. A Sin, as committed by us: A Fadgewert, when 
Men are given up of God, to a Spirit of Diviſion, for their Sins, And ic 
is ſure, a Kingdom divided agamt it &1f,, and fo of a Church. or any So- 
cicty, cannot ſtand, but come to ruine. How carneſtly doth the Apolile . 


| beſeech the Corinthians, to take care, that there ſbonla be ne devifions awengh , c 
them, but that they ſhould be perfeBily joined together im the ſame Mund, and in 1. 10, 


the ſame Judgement? And how good and pleaſant « thang = as for brethren v0 
dwell tegether in anity, the Fami doth inform us: And cherefore much 


need have ye, according 


to the advice of rhe Apoſtle, re mark ther winch pſal. 


Rom.16, 


cauſe diviſions, and avoid them, And it may be looked UPON, as not a little 133 . 


ſurpriſing, that any ſhould be talking, let alone, forming, a deſign of 101% 14 


troduceing, and Eſtabliſhing Schiſm and Diviſion in this Nation by a Laws 
and ſurely the Cunning Malice, and reſtleſs working of abe wwked one, 
againſt this Church, doth eminently appear in it: And therefor, that 
you may not be deceived by fair Speeches ; and drawn over to that deſign, 
or induced but faintly to oppoſe it: It would be ſeriouſly confidereds 

Firfli, That no neceſſity can be pleaded, for a Toleration, in this Kingdom; 


in our preſent circumſtances. 5 „ 
limo.) Becauſe, this Church impoſes no Sinful Terms of Commaniong 
and even thoſe, whom a Toleraton may be ſuppoſed to gratify, cannot al- 
' ledge any ſcruple of Conſcience, to join with us in Church-Camn,uniony 
our Doctrine, Worſhip, Sacraments, and Church Cenſures, being the lame, 
that were Profefſed, and Performed, under the late Prelacy ; Yea, fo far 
are the People of this Nation, from pretending ſcruple of Conſcience, ar; 
v ſeparating from us, upon any _ char . dare averr, they freely Join 
„ e * wit 


— q * 


Aſlem. the Eſtabliſhed Church; as is manifeſt, in the preſent caſe. But, I ſhall 
19 have occaſion, to ſpeak of this more fully, When 1 come to take 


| notice of Objections, and Exceptions, that will readily be offered, againſt 


awd, by particular Perſons, for obvious ends, 


ments of thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſwafion in Scor | 
to their own Conſciences, it the things wherein they differ, from the 


i 


41 


dim us generally, in all places, where they are not conſtrained, or over- 


* 


1 ] 4 


(240.) That, as it 1s manifeſt to all that are acquaint, with the Sent. 


Presbyterians are not, and have been ſtill reckoned indifferent, by them. 


Bur more of this afterwards. 8 
(3tio.) A Toleration was never deſired, nor given to any People. in. any 


See AR Nation, where there were no Penal Laws againſt ſuch as diſſent from 


FP 


my deſign. „ 3 


(se.) If it be ſeriouſſy conſidered, that the People of Scotland cannot 
ſcruple, and do not refuſe to Join with us: where they are nut reſtrained, 
as aboveſaid: Then it muſt be acknowledged, that the Toleration, ſpoke 


of, can eaſe the Conſciences of none; and all the aim, it can have, muſt 
be, merely to furnith a Maintainance, for a few Epiſcopal Miniſters. And 
I am very contident, the Wiidom of the Nation. will rather find it ne- 
ceſſiry, to provide them otherways, than difiurb and throw all into 
Contufions, by granting a Toleration upon that account, 5 
(55. And eſpecially with reſpect to Miniſters; a Toleration will a 
pear utterly unneceſſary If the Condeſcendence, and Inoulgence, of 
Church and State, be conſidered. Are there not above an Hundred Epiſ- 
copal Miniſters, ſuffered to continue in Churches? How many have been 
Received by the Judicarorics of this Church, who ſerved under the late 


Prelacy? And are not the Terms, upon which the Church are willing to 


Reccive them, knowen, to be moſt Eaſy and Condeſcending ? all wi ich, 
being duely pondered, a Toleration, in this Kingdom, is utterly unneceſ- 
ſary. Bur | 


244). As it is unneceſſary; fo it would be highly Inconvenient. to grant 


a Toleration. As may appear, by the following Conſiderations. 5 
[1m0.] It would be ſo tar from compoſing Matters, and healing any 
Ereaches, that may be begun among us, as ſome may vamly imagine; 


Thar it will exceedingly encreaſe thein, With all their bad Effects. 


Which may be the more eafily foreſeen, if it be. duely conſidered, that 
the very cxp ectation of a Toleration, and the hopes thole of the kpiſ- 
cops] terſwation have conceived, of countenance and favor Has already 
occaſioned their ſtarting afide, making ſeparation, and committing ſeveral 
very groſs and unwarrantable Ditorders in ſundry places, of the King- 
dom, of late. I ho theſe very Ferilons lived in ommunion, and did 
2 : . | ſubmitt 


land, So, | dare appeal 
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eacez Yea, and | dare aſſure yon, That by Letters written from 
Eimbargh; Perſons were excited to ſeparat That, ſo the Parliament might 
be the rather induced to grant a Toleratton. And even from all. this it 
is eaſy to obſerve; That it is not a matter of Conſcience with thoſe Per- 
ſons; Bur that they give a preference to that way vpon (me other 
account: And ſtart aſide at this time upon Deſign. | 


[240.]. It would not only occaſion Divppons, but luch high Irritation of 
umours, /mburering of Spirits, and Fattieus Practices, in Congregations , 
ea, and in Families that have lived in Unity, Peace, and Love, for niore 
than Twelve or Fourteen Years: That we ſhould not only become un- 
caſy, to our ſelves; but a Scandal to our Neighbours, And a Reproach 
to Religion it ſelf, The Jamentable beginnings, of all which, are but too 
maiifeft already, in ſome places; where thole Men have pur their Arti-. 
fices, and Engines, a Work. And albeit ſome will perhaps attribute much 
of this to that which is commonly called the *Preferviaum Scotorum In- 
Form: Yet it may be added, Conſciencious Perſons in this Nation are 
more tender in their Conſciences about thule matters than they are, in 
other Nations. Dn wo 

140. ] Such a Toleration would not only break good Order; but ruine. 
the Diſcipline of the Church: And open a gap for a deluge of Errours 
and Scandals, to break in upon us. And when Perſons ſhall be Accuſed 
for tbeir Errors, Miſcarriages, and Scandals, tho never ſo groſs, and un- 
controverted If they ace but unwil ing, to give Satisfaction, (which is the 
caſe of too many) they have no more to do, but lay, we are not of your 
Com mun on: | Which anſwer has been returned, to the Miniſters in ſome 
places of the Nation, of late. And ſo ne have profeſſed themſelves o- 
piſh to avoide tho Cenſures of the Church Yea, and contidering, that 
many are indifferent, of waiting upon Publick Ordinances at all; it is plain, 
that thoſe of this corrupt Diſpoſition would give the ſame anſwer when 
challenged by any for their none-Attendince upon the Ordinances. And 
thus, by a liberty of Hearing any where, they would find defence for 
Hezringno where. And do not Wiſe and Religious Men fee, how much 
this tendes, to introduce and encourage Atheiflical Libertmiſm, and all man- 


ner of Licentiouſneſs; and expoſe the poor People, to be practiſcd upon 
by Traffiquing Prextr aud Zeſurs; who never fail to Fiſh in ſuch mud- 


dy Waters; and do as openly ge about their Idolatrous Worſhip and Ser- 
vice, Statedly: And uſe all their other Artifices, to Deceive and Dclude, 
in ſeveral places of this Nation A late, as if in a Popiſh Country? Net 
to ſpeak of the miſchief we may ſuffer by Arman Peachers; and In- 
troducers, of Superfinion. And Lamentable Inſtances, of all the the above- 

8 | mentioned 


mentioned Particulars may be 5 which have fallen out ſiace the 52 
hopes, ofa Toleration, or Conmvance, has been conccivee. Nit ar 

(4to.) Whatever may be ſaid, in favours of differem Opinions, and tin yh 
forbearance of them; yet, it muſt be granted, that it is nu {mall prejudice, 
to the Natyon, That we ſhould have ſuch things among us: And that iti hun- 


CG £ 


would be highly inconvenient, not only needleſly to ancreafe theſe differences, G 
but alſo to perpetuat, and entail them upon Poſterity by a Legal Tolera- VO 5 
tion: Which, otherways, in time, would be utterly Obliterated. As the g the 
eneral Unity, and Harmony, we have enjoyed, ſince the late happy Re- Tonne 


volution, doth aboundantly manifeft; which is broak again of late, in ſome y it 

laces: To the grief of many, by the endeavours of ſome Men, who drauf oduc 
away the People in ſome places: Pretending the countenance of Auth... 
ority for what they do; and yer uſing ſeditious and diſſuyal Practices and 
Perſwaſions, againſt the Civil Eftablithment. And it is obvious in ſo do- 
ing, they intend to make a flowriſn. by raiting up a Party for their on Have n 
Support; and making ſuch alterations in Church and State, as they judge 
will render them and their Friends, always neceſſary to the Government: 
Not doubting (as it is but juſt to expect that they ſhall always be the 
darlings of that Party, they have raiſed; and the Faction they have | 
made. | | 
[50.] Seeing it is manifeſt by what is ſaid, the People of this Nation 
can make no ſcruple of Conſciente againſt Communion with us, and io a 
Toleration is not needful for them: And we allo think there is eno gh 
faid, with reſpe& to Miniſterial Communion, But it notwithſtanding of all 
this, a Toleration be fiill preſſed, I conceive the Introduction of Prelacy is 
neceſſarly intended and deſigned. For according to their Principles and Per- 
ſwaſions, they can have no Order nor Government among them without pi 
Biſhops (unleſs they intend to turn Independents, and I conceive the change 
to Presbyterians would be as Native. But this by the by) And theſe Pres- 
byters muſt be ſubje& to * Now let us be informed, To the In- 
ſpection and Jurisdiction of what Biſhops, muſt thoſe tolerated Presbyters 
be ſubject ? Or muſt they be unaccountable as their Introduction is? 
Muſt we have Scereſp Biſhops to Inſpect, Govern and Ordain them? And 
can this be allowed; without a manifeſt encroachment, upon the C/am of | 
K4i7/t? Or muſt thoſe Presbyters be under the Inſpection, Direction, 
and Government of Engliſh Biſhops, and be Ordained of them? And if ſo i 
the Wiſe and Worthy Peers and: Patriots of this Nation would advert. how | 


alera 
rivile« 


fzr this would ſeem to revive, and really fortify, the Claim Engliſh Bi- 
cop, particulary thoſe of Canterburry and York, have pretended, for a Go- 
vcrtument and jurisdiction over this Nation, And ſeeing ſome, of that 


INicion have not ſtuck to aſſert uf 5 of the Soveraign and Impe- 

gn Crown of h, upon chat of England, and maintained their aſſertion, by 

Hat and luch'ize arguments: It would be adviſed. How.f Men of this delign 

iy have an intention, to euſſave this Nation to that of England: and to uie 
is as ane artiti.e, to pave the way to it? And upon the whole lam 

Jboundantly convinced, That the Subverſion of the happily eſtabliſh- 
N Government, of the Church, is certainly deſigned, by thoſe 
Who preis a Tolerarion; and no Reaſon or Pretence to the contrary, can 

the leatt, make Men think otherways; there being ſuch a neceflary 

Conne xiou. between a Tolerdtion of Epiſcopal Minifters, and that of &piſce- 

it (elf. And whatever plauſible pretences this Tolerat ion inay be lu- 

Foduce. with, or ſceming Qualifications it may be reliricted by; 1 am 

hre, choſe, who are upon chat deſign, will aſſume ſuch a liberty ro them. 

Elves, and pretend ſuch countenance from ſome in the Government, That 

o bounds would hold them. As is manifeſt, by the Encroachments they 

Baye made upon the flanding Laws alacady. And, I think, it would be un- 

Worthy of the Wiſdom of the Nation, to ſpeak for the preſent Eflabliſhment, 

Ind yet grant a Toleration, which is in effect to Pull down with the one 

Band what they Build with the other; and unwarrily to yeild to that, 

Which will Undermine,, what they intended, to-Support and: Maintain: 

l eafily perceive, Men will he ready to object, do not Diiſenters enjoy a 
aleration in England? May not then Epiſcopal: Diſſenters have the fame 
iviledge in Scotland, where Presbyterian Government is Eſtabliſhed ? This 
bjection will be of no force, if the diſcrepancy, of our caſes, be duely 
onſidered. N Ma | 
| [+] The Diſſenters in England, are ſtraitned in their Conſciences, and 
ave exhibited the particular Grounds, and Reaſons, why they cannot: 

din with the Eſtabliſhed Church z - which thoſe we have to-do with here, 

annot pretend, as is above ſaid. This they did, in that Conference, ap- 
ointed by Authority, which was managed, by ſome Diſſenting Miniſters, 

n the one hand, and ſome of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, on the other, at the 

avoy- Londen, upon King Charles his return. and ſo untender were thoſe, 

che Epiſcopal fide,although they: chemſelves acknowledged, the moſt of the 
iſſenters ſcruples, were, about matters, meerly indifferent, according to 
cir owh reckoning. Yer, ſo far were they from yeilding, in the moſt mi. 
ute things, that they. added new inventions: which made the World con- 
ruct, that whatever was the good defign of Authority, no accommodation 
as ſincerely intended by thoſe of the Epilcopal Clergy : And that all they 
ught was, to know what length Diſſenters might go; and what would rea- 
pinch them: that they might be ſure to exclude them. The full account of 


all 
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b nf to be found, in that oe bi . Ar. Baxters Life. It is need. 
: leis to give an account, how much has been written ſince, in defence of the 
Engliſh Non- conformity, remaining without any ſhadow of Anſwer, to thi 
day. I ſhall only acquaint you, the more ſober and ſerious in the Church e 
England, are aboundantly convinced, that the Diſſenters have met with hard 
meaſure z they (tick not to aſſert fo much in writing; and do Lament the 
Obſtinacy of the Church, in occaſioning and keeping up of Schiſm- for things 
which they themſclves own to be indifferent. as that Learned and truely 
Honourable Prelat Dr. Burner, in his Preface to his Book, upon the Articles 
of the Church of England, and ſeveral others. © XN 
do, It is well known the Diſſenters in England were under ſevere Du 
Penal Statutes, and a rigorous Execution of them for their Non- cokformity; 
$5 that many were forced, to leave their Native Country; many were im- ea 
priſoned; and were not relieved, till Death gave them a Diſcharge of their 
- Troubles; others ſuffered the hardeſt of Exactions; and all this, mcerly 
upon the account of their Principles; and becauſe they could not ſubmir to,. 
and approve of, the Additions and Inventions of Men, in the Worſhip and 
Service of God. And therefore, it was highly reaſonable, that Authority 
ſhould interpole, and deliver Men, from theſe heavy Eurdens, ſo unwarrant«; 
ably impoſed, npen them. Now, what Penal Statutes are enacted, and 
put in Execution, againſt thofe of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, in Scotland ? 
Where do they now live, that are banifhed, meerly for diſſenting, where 
are ſuch Impriſoned ? was there ever any one of them, ſince the late Happy 
Revolution. that was libelled and conveened before any Judicatory, Civil or Nac 
Eccleſiaſtick; or ſuffered the leaſt puniſhment, or Cenſure, upon the account 
of their perſwaſion, or diſſenting from the Eftabliſhed Church? And, for. 
what auy of them have ſuffered (if it well deferves that name) upon thei 
account of their Diſloyalty, and diſaffection to the Civil Government, we 
are not to account. . 5 | : | 
3uo. The Church of England is better ſecured than we are. Is it not 
expreſly provided, as a fundamental in the conſtitution of the Civil Govern- 
ment in England, that the Supream Magitirate, King or queen, ſhall be o 
ot the Communion of the Enguſbp Church? And is it not eſtabiiſhed, by 
their Laws, that all Officers, Civil and Military, ſhall be of rhe Communi- 
on of their Church? So that they have not the leaſt reaſon, to fear any pro- 
judice, from their Diſſenters. And were we as well ſecured, and had we 
tkeſe ſpecial proviſions z And if thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſwaſion, among us, 
had no further proſpect, than the Diſſenters of England, as we would not ac 
fear, ſo, I am very confident, they would not deſire a Toleration. b 1 
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Obj. 24. If it be objected, that Nees when under the Hatches, 
eas fond of, and preſſing for, a Toleration as any; But, when the 
eins of Church Government are in their hands, they will not allow that 
derty to others, they enjoyed themſeves. Witneſs the Indulgence granted 
King Charles the 24; and the Liberty by King Zames the tb. I ſhall nut 
ſiſt long on this; The Anſwer to the foregoing, will much remove this 
bjection; if judiciouſly applyed. But, it may be conſidered alſo, 
kirſt, The Indulgence preſently granted by the State to Epiſcopal Mi- 
SMecrs, yet poſſeſſing Churches and Benefices, in thoſe places, where people 
moſt addicted to that way, doth not only equal, but far ſur- 
bunt the Indulgence granted to Presbyrerian Miniſters by King Charles 
> 24. And, if Presbyterian Minifters could have had protection upon 
eaſy Terms, all of them had been Indulged ; and not one of them ejected, 
„its plain none of them would have refuſed to quality themſelves 
the Civil Government, „„ | 
⁊dly. Were not Presbyterians in choſe times required under the form of 
Oath to Renounce their Solemn Covenants; Which the King, Parliament, 
I whole Nation had entered into with God: and ſeveral other Oaths, 
lich they judged unlawful were required of them? Were they not un- 
the molt ſevere Penal Statutes, more cruel and Bloody by far, than thoſe 
-weland? And were they not moſt rigorouſly executed? Yea, ſuch was 
cruelty of the Executors of theſe Sangumary Law; That, where it 
s poflible they went beyond them ? was it not Death, for any Miniſter to 
ach in any Houſe, or in the Fields? and were not the Hearers lyable, to 
ſame punifhment ? 7a 7. Parl. 1. Cap.8 And each of them bound ro 
rm againſt one another under the higheft pains. Did not the commen 
ildiers fall upon Men and Women, even by the High-way; or while 
were going about their neceſſary Employments : put Queſhons to 
1; Andſe examined their moſt fecret Sentiments anent the Kings 
ropative, Biſhop Sharp's Murder, and thelike? And did not thoſe igno- 
t, and malicious, Souldiers, ſhoot them dead upon the ſpot ; if they 
doth, were not ſatisfied, with the Anſwers, the poor people returned 
heir Queſtions? Was it not a Duty, owing to the Human Nature to free 


le, from ſuch Rigorous and cruel perſecutions ? Bur, Eleffed be God, 


% 


have not found our Governours men of that ſpirit, and temper. 
. 3. If notwithftanding of all that had been ſaid, thoſe of the 
* Wicopal perſuaſion pretend They cannot joyne with Preſbyterians upon 
t account of the Government of the Churnn. . 
very much admire if any mall be found, to make this motion; Or with - 
% Fat credit, and conſcience, they can do it: Eſpecially, if it be * | 
ene, * 1 Th: 


(10 - hi” 
(1) That, while Epiſcopacy was Eſtabliſhed, the known and co nſlay 
Doctrine of the party proclaimed it utterly unlawful, to ſeparat from an 
Church, upon the account of Mods and Forms of Government; and the M. 
tropolitan of all Scotland aſſerted, They were Brain- ſict-Men that ſe parat K 
from the Church, upon this account, from the Pulpit of St. Andrews. And, 

ſeck a proof of this their Doctrine, (it being ſo univerſally known) were fe 
Men to prove that the Sun ſhined in thoſe dayes. Neither did they | 
this, {warve from their Principles; They holding, the Government, oft 
Church, to be Ambulatory: With the Learned Dr. Sellino fleet, and other 

24% | bey owned, by the Acts of Parliament, and by the Oaths impoſe 
and taken in thoſe times, That it was the Magiſtrates prerogative, to ord: 
and to diſpoſe of, the Government of the C hurch; Eſpecially by the Tel 
And theretore | hold, That all thoſe, who took that Oath, and do, or < 
yality themſelves to the Civil Government, are thereby neceſlar 
bound to own Presbyterian Government, preſently Eftablifhi 
in Scotland. Do they not ſolemly ſwear, in that 7 eft, to own, and: 
wayes to maintain. all the prerogatives of the Crown ? And is it not as m 
nifeſt, that, by the ſtanding Laws, enacted in thoſe times, (to which i 
Biſhops in Parliament did conſent) it was declared, the Prerogative of t 
Crown, to order and diſpoſe of the External Government of the Church, e 
Charles 2. Parl. 2, Att. 1,? And ſecing then, our Gracious Queen, as We 
as Our late Soveratgns of ever Bleſſed Memory, have by their Laws el 
blithed, and confirmed Presbyterian Government; thoſe, that own their A 
thoriry, cannot quarrel the Government of the Church: without mnvolvi 
themſelves, in the guilt of Ferjury. 

34%. it bs manitelt s I he generality of thoſe, of that way, if not 
wiv e of them, are diſſatisfied with the civil Eſtabliſhment z and have be 
and ſtill are Enemies to the late happy Revolution; and therefore would 
ver Swear Allea1gance to the Bleſſed Inſtrument of our deliverance. 
whatever may be the ſeeming reſpect they pay to our moſt Gracie 
Que n whom GOD oreſerve to be aBleſſing to us)they neither have chang 
their Principles nor Deſigns; they are ſtill concerned for their King 2 | 
the Eig t; and to prepare matters for another Revolutum. Do not fo 
of them, in thei Families, yea and in their Mcering-Houſes, Fray for 
King, Queen Dowager and the Generous Prince that maintains the 7 
even ſince the Queen's happy acceſſion to the Crown ? How few of the 
pray explicitly tor the Queen; eſpecially of the Meeting Houle-Preacheyne 
D » they not addreſs themſelves to GOD, in ſuch an equivocal. and, jugl 
way, in! behalf of their Sowerargn ; carefully avoiding every particle that may 
the lealt dlcriminate the Scx5 that were there no more: this 1 is lufficient | 


\ 


Nan e ſerious Men deteſt and abhor their Meetings? When they were upon 
oY ddrcfſin; Her Majeſty, they uſed ſuch Arguments, as manitelily prove, 
M. iey are Men of the Old Stamp, and deſign ſtill. Thoſe, who were on the 
race, and wrote to thoſe in the Country, uled thoſe Arguments, to in- 
ace their Brethren to join in the Addreſs. 1. That it was conceived by 
; . dvice of the ableſt Divines and Lawyers; And yet ſo, as it did not imply a 
Y 'Bromie of qualifying to the Government. 2, That the People began to 
fuſe, to contribute for their Subſiſtance. And as this can be proven by 
cir own Hand -Writing: So it manifeſtly diſcovereth, that they are till 
le pon the old deſign. And the Queen owes the Expreſſion of their Duty and 
rd oyalty not to the Addreſſers, but to thoſe who had wearied to - contri- 
T Mate for their Supply. All which being conſidered, it may be juſtly enquired, 
Wich what confidence any more Encouragement can be required tor ſuch 
erſons, and with what ſafety it can be given them? : 
And here I cannot but take notice, of rhe unaccountable boldneſs, and 
Fontempt, of the Epiſcopal Clergy,in their Addreſs to the queen. Do they 
ot take upon upon them, to call themſelves the National Church? And 
ow this Affronts the Supreme Authority of the Nation, every one may fee. 
ea they ſtood not to arraigu the Claim of Right; by calling that the trucly 
"D poſtolical Government of the Church, which the States, in their Wiſdoms, 
Piſtly declared, an unſupportable Greivance to the Nation. Was not this to 
© Mrike at the Root, to unhinge the whole Conſtitution 3 and to tell the Queen, 
Ju plain Scotia, that her Title to the Crown is ſupported by a Foundation 
"What is Unchriſtian? And therefore can not be waintained. Have they 
ot in their Sermons, which they have had the boldneſs, nor only. to Preach, 
ut to Print moſt unnaturally and calumnioully loaded their Native Coun- 
rey, with the Horrid Murther of King Charles the Firſt. Tho' Strangers, 
he Lord Hollis, Mr. Baxter, and ſeveral others, aud many Famous Witneſſes 
"Wet living do manifeſt the contrary? And do they nor alſo, in thoſe Ser- 
Fons, impeach all the Revolution - Principles; aud conlequently lay a Foun- 
ation, for a Lybel , againſt all that have been concerned, in the Govern- 
ent, whether as Supream or Subordinate ? and who can tell, but a Lybel, 
If that nature, may be advanced, and followed out, againſt all that cannot 
Wxpect the Happineſs, to have Men of their Stamp and defign, to be their 
Advocats; and obtain their Remiſſion. And this I ſpeak ( GOD is my 
itneſs) not to ſtir up Authority, to uſe Severity upon the perſons, or For- 
unes of any; but meerly to give Men due impreſſions of things; and to 
xcite the Honourable Court of Pariiament, by whoſe Widomes, under 
OD thoſe Evils may be happily prevented, and thoſe Men may be eaſily 
nStycd to abetter behaviour, without any violence. JC 
| | | . pe 


And, if ſome fhall take upon them, to urge a Toleration, and. pretend tha 1. 


aſſurances, of Her Majeſties Royal intentions to Adauntain and Protel 


Reign; as it is by Law Eſtabliſhed, And if ſo, no Toleration cal 


in che Kearts of Her Majeſties beſt Subjects: And, to ſatis ie their ow 


_ erue] Perſecutions, and Bloody Sufferings for their Non-conformity in 


encroachments upon the Laws, of God, and Nature? Hicker:ngsl, Rector 


it will be a great ſatisfaction to the Queen 5 We crave leave to ſay that thi 
Queen is ſadly abuſed. Have we not received many Gracious and Rep eate: 


the Government ef the Church, throughout the whole Courle of He 


be allowed, ſceing it is by Law Eſtabliſhed without any ſuch thing, f 
And as Her Majcfty has promiſed; ſo we deſire to beleive, She ſhall be“ 
found A Strict and Religious Obſerver of Her Verd. And thoſe > who thug 1 
ſpeak.may be juſtly reckoned Sowers of Diſſention, and creators of ſealouſies 


Humours, and fo Anſwer their own deſigns, they borrow the Countenanet 60 
of the Queen. And, ſeeing matters ſtand plainly thus, thoſe, who make D 
this ſuggettion, ſhould have no Credit given them; Eſpccially conſidering, 
Her Majeſty, in Her moſt Gracious Letter, to the preſent Parliament, hath Ge 
given us Afﬀurance , of Her firm Reſolution, To manmtam and protett us in 
our Religion, Rights and Liberties as at preſent Eflabliſhed by Law And like. if 
wayes that nothing is Recommended by Ber Majeſty, but what is for our ſecu- 
rity and welfare, And a Toleration is manifeſtly contrary to beth. 
Laſtly, if it be Alleadged, that we need not apprehend Danger from 
thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſions; tho* they fhould get the upper hand; ſees 
ing they conceive the things, wherein they differ from us, are indifferent in 
themſelves: And conſequently will not oppreſs, and perſecute others) 
for them. 3% . ; 
In Anſwer, to this, know there is no Arguing againſt experience; 
which affords a pregnant proof, that generally, thoſe who Introduce things 
indifferent and of Human Invention, into the Worfhip and*ervice of God J 
or into His Houſe are a thouſand times more concerned for the brats of} 
their own Bram, than for the Truths of God, and Inſtitutiens of eſus} 
Chriſt, How many were expoſed to, and actually underwent the moft} 


Scotland; while in the mean ti:ne, Papiſts, who were far more Un-conferm ; } 
ſave in the roint of Government, And the greateſt Debauchees and Rlaſphe- 
mers, (to ſay no more} went unpuniſhed, And, in our Nethghour Nation, | 
(thy? I d. ſire not to reflect, but to narrate what they themſelves have pu- 
bliſned to the World) is it not abundantly known, that moe are puniſhed, | 
or at leaſt have been, for the negle& of Ceremonies, than for tie groſieft 


of Ali-Samtr, tells us, that he had been Thirty Years a Miniſter in that 


Church, and he never knew any Excommunicat, for Murther, Adultery, 


Inceſt 
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Y Inceſt, or any of theſe Crimes; tho? he knew many Excommunſcated for. 
g neglecting. or retufing to uſe a Ceremony. So that I can promile no ſe. 
* urity from the indifferency of their judgements anent thoſe things; 
te „erein they differ from us. And however modeſtly they may begin, 
7 they would unJoubtedly arrive at all che hights of Cruelty, and Perſecu- 


forgotten, that God has favoured them to eſcape; tho? according to the 
preſent proſpect of Affairs, it is much to be doubred, if an hideing place 


Times ; As you would not have the Law of Nature ſuſpended ; and per- 
Eons, of the neareſt Relations, Such as Father and Mother , Son and 


to one another, under the higheſt pains. And as you would behold the 


Qucen, and the Wiſe and Worthy Peers, and Patriots, of this Nation, 


MY Coleration, as introductive, of all thoſe Cruelties, this poor Land 
*<Math ſuffered. And let none pretend, that this is bold Prophelying : and 
in that it is moſt uncharitable, to conceive Men te be of that Spirit and 


emper: Know, { do not pretend to Prophecie: But, what hath been, 
may be: And prudent Men do alwayes reckon, That Perſons of the ſame 
emper aud deſign, and under the like impreſſions, will do, in time to 
ome, as they have done formerly, And'altho Men, till they be prepared, 
nd diſpoſed, by leſſer evils may bogle, at that, which afterwards they 
vill boldly committ, and ſay, with Hazeet;-to the Prophet, Are we Dogs, 


Ine {fame Hazael, as well as many other. pregnant ones, doth aboundantly 


in Fonvince mee, That, from the preſent ſoftneſs of Temper, and averſion 


? 3 From groſs things, there can be no ſecurity promiſed. This, in all Dutys 


SIR, 
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tion. And therefore, as ye would not have Men driven from their Na- 
tive Country, Friends, and Fortunes; accounting it a Bleſſing, not to 


| ſhall eaſily be found: As ye would not ſee the Priſon Houſes and Rocks 
in the Sea cramm'd full of godly perſons, that cannot comply with the 
Daughter, Husband and Wife, diſcharged , to pay the Duties, they owe - 
Scaffolds, recking and running, with the Blond, of your deareſt and 
neareſt Relations: As many yet alive have ſeen, and may yet live to ſee, 


if God of His Mercy, do not prevent it, And ſtir up our moſt Gracious 


timcouſly to advert to it; beware of the beginnings of evil; and oppoſe 


Bhat we ſhould commu [uch Cruelties, and Barbarties > Yet the Example, of 


Tour Flumble Ser d ant. 


